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<Abstract>

An Integrative View on Publication in Ubiquitous Era:
Definition of U-Publication and its Relationship with e-Book

Park, Arum

Department of Business Administration & Management Research Institute
Kyung Hee University

Lee, Kyoung Jun

Department of Business Administration & Management Research Institute
Kyung Hee University

Information technology has changed the forms of publications and the way of
producing, distributing, and consuming them. This paper analyzes the influence that
the Ubiquitous Computing, as a recent information technology, brings about changes
in publication. Prior studies defined u-book as a book with which readers can consume
its contents anywhere, sometimes by any device. In other words, u-book was defined
as being added mobility for the readers to consume its content.

Ubiquitous Computing(UC) paradigm is a view contrary to Virtual Reality(VR)
computing paradigm. UC emphasizes the construction of computer-embedded real
world, u-space, while VR pursues the construction of computer-generated virtual
world - the cyberspace. Based on the exact recognition of the ubiquitous computing
paradigm and the critical literature review, this paper defines U-Publication and
analyzes the relationship between U-Publication and e-Book through an integrative
framework. To investigate the fundamental differences between e-Book and
U-Publication, several cases belonging to each category are selected. The comparative
case studies showed considerable differences in the way of configuring, producing,
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distributing, and consuming publication contents in e-Book and U-Publication. This
demonstrates that the cases called 'u-book’ in previous study may be classified as
a category of e-Book rather than U-Publication.

<Key words: ubiquitous media, ubiquitous publication, ubiquitous

computing, business model, e—Book>



